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been the exclusive occupation of the first Khalifs, who, after
supplying themselves with necessaries, scrupulously directed
to that object their overflowing revenue. The Abbassides were
impoverished by the multitude of their wants and their neglect
of economy. Their leisure and their desires were diverted
from ambition by pomp and pleasure; the rewards of valour
were embezzled by women and servants; and the camp was
encumbered by the luxury of the palace. The same temper
diffused itself among their subjects. Their stern enthusiasm
was softened by time and prosperity. They sought riches in
the occupations of industry, fame in the pursuit of learning,
and enjoyment in the tranquillity of domestic life. War was no
longer their passion, and the increase of pay and the repetition
of donations were insufficient to allure the posterity of the
voluntary champions who had crowded to the standard of
Abtlbekr and Omar from the hope of spoil or the rewards of
paradise, until, like the early Roman emperors, they became
the slaves of their own guards. Till they fell under this do-
mestic tyranny they were the most absolute sovereigns that
had hitherto appeared, for their prerogative was uncircum-
scribed by any hereditary nobility, the constitutional freedom
of the people, or the privileges of an hierarchy. The royal and
sacerdotal characters were united in their persons; and though
the Koran was the rule of their actions, they were its autho-
rized interpreters. They reigned, too, by the right of con-
quest, over many nations to whom liberty was unknown, even
by name, and who were accustomed to acts of severity, which,
when exercised as their governors, were even gratifying. In
the two years of Omar's reign the Arabs are said to have sub-
dued 36,000 cities, and to have built 14,000 mosques. One
century after the Prophet's flight from Mecca, the empire of
his successors comprehended Persia and provinces in Tartary
beyond the Oxus, Syria, Egypt, Africa, and even Spain.
Islamiyah (a term which may. be contrasted with Christendom),
as comprehending all Moslems, under the last of the Ommiades^
was two hundred days' journey in length. It has been com-
pared to a robe; and if we cut off the sleeve, that is the long
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